Week 4 notes

· last week we broke the rules of legalism

· The good news is that God does us on the basis of anything we do

· God accepts us when we see Jesus on the cross dying for our sin

This week – unloading condemnation

Would anyone like to guess who this fictional character is and what's happening in this picture?

This week we will find how the weight falls from our backs, not just at the point of our conversion to Christ but everyday.

Now I saw in my dream, that the highway up which Christian was to go,

   was fenced on either side with a wall, and that wall was called

   Salvation. Isaiah 26:1. Up this way, therefore, did burdened Christian

   run, but not without great difficulty, because of the load on his back.

   He ran thus till he came at a place somewhat ascending; and upon that

   place stood a cross, and a little below, in the bottom, a sepulchre. So

   I saw in my dream, that just as Christian came up with the cross, his

   burden loosed from off his shoulders, and fell from off his back, and

   began to tumble, and so continued to do till it came to the mouth of

   the sepulchre, where it fell in, and I saw it no more.

   Then was Christian glad and lightsome, and said with a merry heart, "He

   hath given me rest by his sorrow, and life by his death." Then he stood

   still a while, to look and wonder; for it was very surprising to him

   that the sight of the cross should thus ease him of his burden. He

   looked, therefore, and looked again, even till the springs that were in

   his head sent the waters down his cheeks. 

Gospel Song – learn this song and sing it to yourself

Discuss

Feedback

Review last week – the difference between justification and sanctification

Justification is being made right with God by Christ's death for our sin

Sanctification is becoming what we are already through faith in Christ

I said last week that for anyone who does think in graphs, that we'd think in pictures.

Good fruit and bad fruit

Legalist thinks “I must produce good fruit to be acceptable to God” and “look at those people, they produce bad fruit, God must not accept them.”

Anyone with a burden of condemnation will say “I only seem to produce bad fruit, things I say, things I do, things I don't do, how can God accept me?”

When we look at the cross and know that Jesus died for us, to make us right with God, then we know that he has taken a bad tree and made it good.  When we know that we are now good, we can do nothing except produce good fruit.  OHP

YouTube Clip

Mark Driscoll

This clip comes from the end of a sermon series on Ruth

In the story of Ruth, the Moabite girl, she is destitute, poor and widowed but her mother-in-laws relative Boaz becomes Ruths kinsman redeemer, he graciously redeems Ruth from poverty and destitution.

And so this comment is on why the bible and the cross is about redemption not religion.

If you have a pen and are taking notes, 

write down the differences between redemption and religion.

