
Cosmological and Millennial Eschatology

Overview of sessions:
1. Introduction – eschatology everybody has one, including atheists
2. Revelation – how do people know stuff?
3. Overview of biblical history – cosmological eschatology
4. Millennialism and its implications
5. Cosmological eschatology - threads tied up
6. Next time - personal or individual eschatology

1. Introduction

The word "eschatology" is derived from two Greek words meaning "last" and "study" ( σχατος, last;ἔ  
and λογία, lit. discourse). It is the study of the end of things, whether the end of an individual life, 
the end of the age, or the end of the world.

Everyone has an eschatological view.

Secular eschatology

What is Biblical Eschatology?

2. Revelation – how do people know stuff?

General revelation

Psalm 8:1-4  O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens....
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,  
what is man that you are mindful of him, 
and the son of man that you care for him?

Specific revelation.

Hebrews 1:1-3  
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, 
God spoke to our fathers by the prophets,  
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, 
whom he appointed the heir of all things, 
through whom also he created the world.  
He is the radiance of the glory of God 
and the exact imprint of his nature, 
and he upholds the universe by the word of his power.

Jesus said, if you know me you know my Father.  John 14
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3. Overview of biblical history – end of the age and cosmological eschatology

The bible tells us that the cosmos and life had a start and that it will have an end.  

Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” 
Rev 21:5 "Behold I am making all things new"  

The Old Testament has its own eschatology which Christians see being fulfilled in the person of 
Jesus Christ.

Tension – Already not yet
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Inauguration of the 
Kingdom of God
Mark 1:15

Arrival of the new 
covenant age, the 
age of the Spirit
Acts 2:1

Arrival of God's 
anointed redeemer 
King
Mark 15:26

The beginning of 
the new creation
2 Cor 5:17

The day of 
the Lord

Expectation of the 
Kingdom of God
Psalm 145:13

Expectation of the 
new covenant age, 
the age of the Spirit
Jer 31, Isa 44

Expectation of 
God's anointed 
redeemer King
1 Kings 2:45; Isa 44

Expectation of the 
renewal of creation
Isa 65

The day of 
the Lord



4. Millennialism and its implications.  

There are broadly four eschatological scenarios held by Christians which shape the way the future 
is viewed and so effect the way the church acts in the present.

All biblical Christians believe that Jesus Christ will return as Saviour and Judge to begin a new age 
of eternal life in the presence of God for all who turned to Christ in humble, repentant faith.  How 
and when this happens is a secondary issue we can disagree over yet it has implication for the 
way we view the ministry of the church.

Post-tribulation (historic) premillennialism

Premillennialism in Christian end-times theology is the belief that Christ will literally and physically 
be on the earth for his millennial reign, at his second coming. The doctrine is called 
premillennialism because it holds that Christ’s physical return to earth will occur prior to the 
inauguration of the millennium.

Pre-tribulation (dispensational) premillenialism

Dispensationalists believe that the nation of Israel is distinct from the Church, and that God will 
fulfill His promises to national Israel. These promises include the land promises, which in the future 
result in a millennial kingdom where Christ, upon His return, will rule the world from Jerusalem for a 
thousand years.

Genesis 13:14-15  The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, "Lift up your eyes 
and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward,  for 
all the land that you see I will give to you and to your offspring forever.

Zechariah 12:8-11  On that day the LORD will protect the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the 
feeblest among them on that day shall be like David, and the house of David shall be like God, like 
the angel of the LORD, going before them.  And on that day I will seek to destroy all the nations 
that come against Jerusalem.

The “Left Behind” series of Christian fiction is based on a pre-trib pre-millenialism.
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Postmillenialism

Postmillennialism is an interpretation of chapter 20 of the Book of Revelation which sees Christ's 
second coming as occurring after (Latin post-) the "Millennium", a Golden Age or era of Christian 
prosperity and dominance. 

John 12:31-32   Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 
32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself." 

Romans 11:25-29  Lest you be wise in your own conceits, I want you to understand this mystery, 
brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 
26 And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, "The Deliverer will come from Zion, he will 
banish ungodliness from Jacob";  27 "and this will be my covenant with them when I take away their 
sins."

Hebrews 10:12-13   But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down 
at the right hand of God, 13 waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for 
his feet.

Isaiah 2:2-4,  Isaiah 9:2-7

Amillenialism

Amillennialism (Latin: a- "no" + millennialism) is a view in Christian end-times theology named for 
its rejection of the theory that Jesus Christ will have a thousand-year long, physical reign on the 
earth.

The amillennial view holds that the thousand years mentioned in Revelation 20 is a symbolic 
number, not a literal description; that the millennium has already begun and is identical with the 
current church age

So which view is the best fit?

Don't proof-text, systematise!

Three key passages in this debate:

Matthew 24
1 Thess 4:13-18
Revelation 20

Exercise:  Read the three sections of scripture above making notes under three headings where 
the passages fit the framework:

A spanner in the works: AD70. The fall of Jerusalem, the destruction of the temple and the 
scattering of Jews and Christians.  When Jerusalem feel, it was terrible and some were left behind.
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Five interpretative methods for Revelation

historicist

idealist

preterist

mostly future

moderately futuristic

Amillenial                                                  Pre-millenial                                                                 Postmillenial  

Why is millennialism important?

What do you do once you are a Christian?  What should the church do?

Historic Premil

The amillennial church sees its role as primarily a soul winning church, focused on making 
disciples who will make other disciples, to populate the world to come.

The fact that there is a theology of the millennium at all generates an interest in the signs of the 
end of the age and the ushering in of the millennium.
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Dispensational Premil

A dispensation premil church sees is role as a soul winning church, making Christian disciples of 
all gentiles and Jews, however, with a focus for the Jews on the promises of God in the OT, 
especially with respect to the land, nation and state of Israel.

Postmil

The church will seek to make disciples who will make other disciples who in turn will transform the 
world by implementing God's will on earth as it is in heaven in every sphere of life: eduction, law, 
government, sciences, medicine, environment, etc.  The postmil church is optimistic about the 
future, believing that all people will one day see the wisdom and knowledge of God as relevant to 
all of life.

Amil

The amillennial church sees its role as primarily a soul winning church, focused on making 
disciples who will make other disciples, to populate the world to come.  The amil church is 
generally pessimistic about the church, associating itself with the remnant of faithful believers and 
reluctant to underestimate the power of sin this side of glory.

Eschatological threads tied up

Marriage of the church

The healing of the nations

Nations will beat swords into ploughshares.  Peace will reign.

End of pain, suffering and death.

God's presence with his people

Destruction of evil.  God wins, regardless of what Phillip Pullman imagines.
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Next time we do eschatology (June 10th):  Personal or individual eschatology.
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Consummation of the 
Kingdom of God
Rev 21

The age of the 
presence of God.
Rev 21

Coronation of 
God's anointed 
redeemer King
Rev 4-5

The new creation
Rev 21

The day of 
Judgment

Individual 
eschatology

What happens 
when I die?

What is my 
problem?

What is God’s 
solution for me?

Heaven or new creation
Hell or second death

Intermediate state?

Judgement

Salvation 
through Jesus I can live with 

God forever


