
MMTC eschatology lectures 3 & 4 – Personal Eschatology 10th June 2010

Overview of session

1.  Personal eschatology a brief overview
2.  What's my problem and the solution?
3.  Judgement
4.  The intermediate state
5.  Hell or second death
6.  God's solution – eternal life through faith in 
Christ.

1.   What happens when I die?

Like cosmological eschatology, everyone has a personal eschatology.

Atheists – 

Buddhists - 

Hindus -

Muslims - 

Jews -

Christian personal eschatology.

Universalism

Inclusivist

Exclusivist
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2.  What is my problem and the solution?

The Fall

My problem is defined in the creation account in Genesis chapters 1 to 3.

My problem is:

1.  

2.

3.

3.  The day of Judgement
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Adam and Eve face a twofold choice.
Abstain from eating the fruit of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil and at some 
undetermined time receive eternal life OR eat the 

fruit, gain knowledge of good and evil and die.

Tree of life.
Gives Adam and Eve 

hope of God's 
promise of eternal life 
as long as they obey 

God's law.

Tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. 

The law of God is “Do 
not eat or you will 

surely die. 
(Gen 2:17)
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4.  The intermediate state.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-17  Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to 
grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope.  14 We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we 
believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.  15 According to the Lord's own 
word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not 
precede those who have fallen asleep.  16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise 
first.  17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 

5. Hell or second death?  Eternal conscious punishment or annihilation?

Hell.
Emotionally, I find the concept [of eternal conscious torment] intolerable and do not 

understand how people can live with it without either cauterising their feelings or cracking under 
the strain. But our emotions are a fluctuating, unreliable guide to truth and must not be exalted to 
the place of supreme authority in determining it . . . my question must be - and is - not what does 
my heart tell me, but what does God’s word say? 

(John Stott, Essentials, P315-316)

Hell is real and terrible

Matthew 5:29  If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to 
lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 

Mark 9:47-48  And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of 
God with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell,  where "'their worm does not die, and the 
fire is not quenched.'

Hell is a place for the condemned

Matthew 23:33  "You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell?” 

Luke 12:5  “But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has 
power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him.” 

2 Peter 2:4  “For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them into 
gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment.”
Hell is spoken of in terms of torment

Luke 16:22-23  The rich man also died and was buried.  In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up 
and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 

Hell is also spoken of in terms of destruction

Matthew 10:28  Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the 
One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
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Eternal Conscious Suffering

Isaiah 66:24 And they shall go out and look on the dead bodies of the men who have rebelled against me. For 
their worm shall not die, their fire shall not be quenched, and they shall be an abhorrence to all flesh.
Psalm 81:15 Those who hate the LORD would cringe toward him, and their fate would last forever. 
Matthew 25:30 cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.
Matthew 13:49-50 So it will be at the close of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the 
righteous  and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
Matthew 25:41 "Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and all his 
angels."
Revelation 14:10-11 He will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the 
Lamb. And the smoke of their torment rises for ever and ever. There is no rest day or night for those who 
worship the beast and his image, or for anyone who receives the mark of his name.
Revelation 20:10  And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the 
beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 

Destruction (annihilation)

Deuteronomy 7:9-10  Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his 
covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands.  But those who 
hate him he will repay to their face by destruction.
Ps 21:8-10 Your hand will find out all your enemies; your right hand will find out those who hate you.  You will 
make them as a blazing oven when you appear. The LORD will swallow them up in his wrath, and fire will 
consume them. You will destroy their descendants from the earth, and their offspring from among the children 
of man.
Ps, 73:27, Ps 92:7, Ps 94:23, Ps 104:35
Isaiah 34:1-10  Draw near, O nations, to hear, and give attention, O peoples! Let the earth hear, and all that fills 
it; the world, and all that comes from it.  2 For the LORD is enraged against all the nations, and furious against 
all their host; he has devoted them to destruction, has given them over for slaughter.  ...behold, it descends for 
judgment upon Edom, upon the people I have devoted to destruction.  ...8 For the LORD has a day of 
vengeance, a year of recompense for the cause of Zion.  9 And the streams of Edom shall be turned into pitch, 
and her soil into sulfur; her land shall become burning pitch. 10 Night and day it shall not be quenched; its 
smoke shall go up forever.
Romans 9:22  What if God, choosing to show his wrath and make his power known, bore with great patience 
the objects of his wrath-- prepared for destruction? 
Philippians 3:18-19 any live as enemies of the cross of Christ.  Their destiny is destruction
2 Peter 2:4-6   For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell...he condemned the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and made them an example of what is going to 
happen to the ungodly;
2 Peter 3:7  But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until 
the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 

Death passages

Romans 1:28-32  Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave 
them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done.  They have become filled with every kind of 
wickedness, evil, greed and depravity..... Although they know God's righteous decree that those who do such 
things deserve death.
Romans 5:21   just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Romans 8:13  For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
misdeeds of the body, you will live.
James 1:15  after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.

Revelation 20:14-15   Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second 
death.  If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
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Puzzles

Sins committed before the death of Christ had gone unpunished.

Romans 3:25  God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to 
demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand 
unpunished (NIV)

Jesus spent time preaching to the “dead”

1 Pet 3:19 he went and preached to the spirits in prison

Those who believe in Jesus will never die, even though they die.

John 11:25-26  "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 
and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 

First order issues – there are main things all biblical theologians agree upon:
1.  There will be a day of judgement (Acts 10:42, Hebrews 9:27)
2.  Hell is real and terrible (see above)
3.  The wicked will be condemned and punished (see above)
4.  Everyone is wicked by nature and deserves God's righteous justice (Romans 3:23)
5.  Jesus died to rescue people from judgement by taking the punishment for their sins in his body on the 
cross (Romans 3:24-25, Col 2:13-14).
6.  Salvation is received by God's grace through faith in Jesus Christ (Romans 3:25, Eph 2:8-9).

What did God mean when he said “you shall surely die”?

There are two approaches we can take to this question.
a)  Find out how God speaks about death in the rest of the bible and read this back into Gen 2:17
b)  Take the grammatical construction of Gen 2:17 and see how it is used elsewhere in the bible.

a) How does the rest of the bible talk about death, in particular the threat of death in the garden?

The threat and punishment of death in Genesis 2:17 can be understood in three ways:

1.  Death is physical – our mortal bodies grow old and die (Adam grew old and died Gen 5:9).

All people sin and so all people die.

Romans 5:12  just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way 
death came to all men, because all sinned.

Romans 3:24-25  Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by 
faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over 
former sins.
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2.  Death is spiritual – banishment from God's presence is spiritual death.

Colossians 2:13  When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful 
nature, God made you alive with Christ.

3.  Death is a euphemism for hell – the second death in Revelation 20:14 is another way of speaking 
about hell.

(for more reading see Ovey, Sach and Jeffries, “Pierced for Our Transgressions”, pp118-124, p262)

This understanding of death can be represented diagrammatically:

The immortality of the soul and hell.

If God made Adam and Eve with an immortal soul then hell cannot destroy what God made immortal.

Three gradations, indeed, are to be noted in the creation of man; that his dead body was  
formed out of the dust of the earth; that it was endued with a soul, whence it should receive vital  
motion; and that on this soul God engraved his own image, to which immortality is annexed.  

(John Calvin, Commentary on Genesis).

Moreover, there can be no question that man consists of a body and a soul; meaning by 
soul, an immortal though created essence, which is his nobler part. Sometimes he is called a 
spirit....Christ, in commending his spirit to the Father (Luke 23:46), and Stephen his to Christ  
(Acts 7:59), simply mean, that when the soul is freed from the prison-house of the body, God 
becomes its perpetual keeper.

(John Calvin Institutes, Book 1 Chapter 15.2)

Birth Life Physical Death Intermediate State Judgment
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Physical death

Spiritual death

Death = eternal hell

Spiritual life

Eternal life

Immortal soul

Heaven

Hell
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If hell is eternal and conscious torment, what are we to make of the destruction and death texts?  The 
same semantic range can be applied to the word for destruction (apolumi) taking it as synonymous with 
death (qanatoj) which is a euphemism for hell.

b) How is the Hebrew term “you will surely die” used elsewhere in scripture?

In Genesis 2:17 the Hebrew term for “you shall surely die” is môt tāmût (`tWm)T' tAmï.)
Môt = infinitive absolute of “to die”
tāmût = imperfect 2nd person masculine singular of “to die.” 

In English the literal translation might be “die! he will die”

There are ten other occurrences of the term môt tāmût in the Old Testament.

Genesis 20:7 Now then, return the man’s wife, for he is a prophet, so that he will pray for you, and you shall 
live. But if you do not return her, know that you shall surely die [ki-môt Tämût], you, and all who are yours.”

1 Samuel 14:43-44 Then Saul said to Jonathan, “Tell me what you have done.” And Jonathan told him, “I tasted 
a little honey with the tip of the staff that was in my hand. Here I am; I will die.”  And Saul said, “God do so to 
me and more also; you shall surely die [ki-môt Tämût], Jonathan.”

1 Samuel 22:15-16 Is today the first time that I have inquired of God for him? No! Let not the king impute 
anything to his servant or to all the house of my father, for your servant has known nothing of all this, much or 
little.” And the king said, “You shall surely die [môt Tämût], Ahimelech, you and all your father’s house.” And the 
king said to the guard who stood about him, “Turn and kill the priests of the LORD, because their hand also is 
with David,

1 Kings 2:37 For on the day you go out and cross the brook Kidron, know for certain that you shall die [ki-môt 
Tämût]. Your blood shall be on your own head.”

1 Kings 2:41-43 And when Solomon was told that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to Gath and returned, the 
king sent and summoned Shimei and said to him, “Did I not make you swear by the LORD and solemnly warn 
you, saying, ‘Know for certain that on the day you go out and go to any place whatever, you shall die [ki-môt 
Tämût]‘? And you said to me, ‘What you say is good; I will obey.’ Why then have you not kept your oath to the 
LORD and the commandment with which I commanded you?”…1 Kings 2:46 Then the king commanded 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and he went out and struck him down, and he died. So the kingdom was 
established in the hand of Solomon.

2 Kings 1:3-4 But the angel of the LORD said to Elijah the Tishbite, “Arise, go up to meet the messengers of 
the king of Samaria, and say to them, ‘Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are going to inquire of 
Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? Now therefore thus says the LORD, You shall not come down from the bed to 
which you have gone up, but you shall surely die [ki-môt Tämût].’”So Elijah went.

2 Kings 1:6 And they said to him, “There came a man to meet us, and said to us, ‘Go back to the king who sent 
you, and say to him, Thus says the LORD, Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are sending to inquire 
of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? Therefore you shall not come down from the bed to which you have gone up, 
but you shall surely die [ki-môt Tämût].’”

2 Kings 1:16-17 “Thus says the LORD, ‘Because you have sent messengers to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god 
of Ekron- is it because there is no God in Israel to inquire of his word?- therefore you shall not come down from 
the bed to which you have gone up, but you shall surely die [ki-môt Tämût].’” So he died according to the word 
of the LORD that Elijah had spoken.

Jeremiah 26:8 And when Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the LORD had commanded him to speak to 
all the people, then the priests and the prophets and all the people laid hold of him, saying, “You shall die! [môt 
Tämût]

Ezekiel 33:8 If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die [môt Tämût], and you do not speak to 
warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at 
your hand.
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In his commentary on Genesis 2:17 Hamilton states “all that môt tāmût clearly conveys is the 
announcement of death sentence by divine or royal decree.“ (Hamilton, The book of Genesis, NICOT, 
1987). Gordon Wenham agrees in his Word Biblical Commentary. Both scholars cite the use of the term 
môt tāmût in 1 Kings 2:37 as their justification of this understanding.

Where Môt tāmût appears in scripture the following pattern is observed:

1. A condition or law is stipulated by God or by a king 
2. A threat of execution is made should the condition or law be breached 
3. When a breach is discovered and guilt established, the guilty party is (normally) executed.

From internal textual evidence God announced a sentence of execution should his law be broken.

If God promised to execute Adam and Eve then what happened at the fall?

1.  Eve listened to a talking snake and ignored her husband's teaching

2.  The serpent asked Eve a question which made her forget one of the two trees

3.  Instead of choosing between the promise of eternal life and death by execution, she thought the choice 
was between ignorance and knowledge.  She saw God as stingy and restrictive, not wise and protective.

4.  Eve wanted to be like God and so ate the fruit.

5.  God was faithful to his promise of the knowledge of good and evil, he gave Adam and Eve knowledge 
of good and evil.

6.  God acted with incredible, unmerited grace.  He did not execute Adam and Eve.

7.  Instead, God chose to exclude Adam and Eve from his presence. Their exclusion was both a blessing 
and curse.  Blessing because God did not consume them by his holiness, curse because they started to 
grow old and die physically.

8.  God barred the way to eternal life because living as sinners for eternity would be terrible.

Adam and Eve and their offspring have three problems after the fall:
1.  They have broken God's law

2.  They have a suspended death sentence hanging over them

3.  They cannot get back to the tree of life, receive God's promise and live forever

The work of Christ for sinners

1.

2.

3.
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Death sentence
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The gospel in the garden:

The names of the trees are both sacramental promises of God:
1. the promise of eternal life
2. the promise of the knowledge of good and evil.

a sacrament [is never] without an antecedent promise, the sacrament being added as a kind of  
appendix, with the view of confirming and sealing the promise, and giving a better attestation, or  
rather, in a manner, confirming it 

[John Calvin, Institutes Book 4 Ch14].

Evidence in the text for the sacramental promises of God
1. As Adam and Eve eat the fruit of the second tree, God keeps his promise (Gen 3:7).
2. God remains faithful to his promise in the second tree, but Adam and Eve are prohibited from 

presuming upon God's faithfulness, eating the fruit and receiving eternal life (Gen 3:22).

God “alone has immortality” (1 Timothy 6:15-16), and the presence of the tree of life in the garden 
indicates that if man is to share the boon it must be an added gift.  As R. Martin-Achard has put it:  
“Before the Fall, between Adam and death, which is part of his natural lot as an element in his 
human heritage, there stands the Living God; His presence is sufficient to ward death off...”

(Kidner, Genesis Tyndale OT Commentaries, p65)
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3. Abstain from eating the fruit of 
either tree and continue to live in the 

garden for as long as it takes to 
make up their mind.

1. Eat by faith in the 
word of God and 

receive God's 
promise of eternal 

life with God.

2. Disobey God, 
gain knowledge 

and die.
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Birth Life Physical Death Intermediate State raised
for Judgment

The gospel and its relationship to the garden:
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We all face a twofold choice.
Trust in Christ's substitutionary death for our sins, 

his obedience to the law for us, his resurrection and 
the promise of eternal life OR continue to live under 
the curse of the fall and face judgement (John 3:36)

Jesus Christ:
Supersedes the tree 

of life (John 6:35)

Christ kept the law 
perfectly and took the 
penalty of death on 

the tree (2 Cor 5:21).

Life

Asleep with Christ

Hell = death row

Eternal life

Death sentence


