
Week 6 – Hope at the Margins

The church in China and Iran, to take two examples, is growing rapidly from the margins 
within very hostile cultures.  There is hope at the margins.

Our association with the suffering Saviour
Read  1 Peter 2:18, 3:13-17, 4:14-16
Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, suffered dreadfully on earth for his people.  As his 
people battle against sin and evil we should expect to be treated in much the same way as 
Jesus.  How do these verses help prepare God's people for mission in a hostile culture?

The care of our Father
Read 1 Peter 3:17-18

Whose will is it if we suffer?

Why did Christ suffer?

For many people, suffering is an impersonal experience so we must just grin and bear it. 
How do these two truths change our views on suffering?

The Support of the family of God's people
Read 1 Peter 1:13-14
What sort of support does the family of God's people offer each other in these verses?

The Hope of Glory
Find the pattern in the following verses 1 Peter 1:3-6, 4:13-14, 5:1-4, 5:10-11

Resourcing the missional church
How do we do missional church life when everyone is so busy?
How do we combine missional living with an everyday job?
How can we find leaders when our vision is to multiply small groups?
How will mission be funded?

Generosity inspired by eternity
Read 1 Peter 5:8-9
How do the sufferings of people like Youcef Nadarkhani help us to gain perspective?



Read 1 Peter 4:8-11
What does generous love look like?  
Or, how can followers of Jesus cover over a multitude of sins?

In our materialistic culture, followers of Christ can “suffer” by showing that money and 
processions are not all we live for.  How can we do that?

Leadership under pressure
All communities have leaders, either chosen leaders or leaders who emerge from the 
group.  What sort of leaders should we expect in God's family?

Read 1 Peter 5:1-4 - Describe the character of the shepherds of the flock.

God: are you Christ centred?
• Does the good news of the death of Christ for sin and his resurrection shape the 

way people view themselves and others?
• Is conversation filled with talk about God and Jesus and what he is doing?
• Do people find it easy to pray spontaneously?

Love: are you other person centred?
• Are the needs of others in the church family and the community the highest priority?
• Do church members share their lives outside of church meetings?
• Do church members eat together?
• Do people feel a sense of responsibility for each other?
• Are people generous towards each other in time, money, homes and possessions?

The bible: are you Word-centred?
• Does the bible shape the way we view God, ourselves and the world?
• Is there a hunger for God's word?  Do people meet to read it together?
• Is there evidence that God's word is transforming lives and the life of the church?
• Do people speak God's word to each other in pastoral situations?

Grace: are you grace-centred?
• Are people open about their sin and are they willing to ask for forgiveness and to 

offer it?
• Is there open or even suppressed conflict (active or passive aggression) or is 

reconciliation actively pursued?
• Are people afraid to make mistakes?
• Are broken people attracted to our community?

Mission: are you mission-centred
• Unbelievers are involved in the life of our community
• We often take opportunities to talk to others about Jesus
• We take risks for the sake of the gospel
• Do we cross cultural boundaries (class and race)?
• Do we have an outward looking vision?
• Are we blessing our community?

Let's imagine: being the people of God on mission together (vision statement).  Being 
more than a place where we meet for events and services.  Let's let church and mission 
identify us.  How can we realistically achieve this?  Come to the away day and imagine.


