
The Service of Holy Communion: 
Renewing the Covenant of God's Grace.

In this communion service, God invites his people to renew His
covenant of grace (God's unbreakable agreement) with Him. To
do this, we will open ourselves to God in prayer. God will speak
His word to His people and will call us to re-commit to his law
(standards for living), to confess ours sins (times they broke his
law)  and to make peace  with  one another  (where  sins  have
caused offence or  injury).  Jesus will  then invite  us to renew
God's covenant of grace (unbreakable agreement) with Him.

In the covenant of grace, God assures His people of His great
love, which he demonstrated when Jesus died on the cross.
Through faith in Jesus, God forgives all our sins as we humble
ourselves before Him. And, as we hear God's word and share in
the bread and wine at communion, the Holy Spirit will unite all
His people to Jesus and their change hearts so that  we live
godly and peaceful lives according to God's holy ways.

Please spend some time in quiet prayer before the service 
begins.

We open our hearts to God - Prayer of preparation

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
  
God sets his standards for our lives - The Commandments
  
The president reads the Ten Commandments and the people 
make the response:

Lord, have mercy upon us,
and incline our hearts to keep this law.

  
God speaks to us through the Bible Readings and Sermon
 
We say a short summary of the basic bible story – The Creed

 
We ask God to act in the world - Prayers of Intercession

The prayer leader prays and may uses the responses:

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

And at the end

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Way say the prayer which Jesus taught us - The Lord's Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,              
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

We must feel the dreadful weight of our sin and guilt and so 
really want to make peace with God - Prayers of Penitence
  
God urges us to examine our lives - Exhortations

Exhortation 1: Be very thankful and examine your life
Exhortation 2: Do not refuse God's kind invitation
Exhortation 3: Examine your life and look to the cross

God graciously calls us to confess our sins to Him – 
Invitation to Confession
  
We say sorry to God for our sins & commit to change our lives:
Prayer of Confession

Almighty God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
maker of all things, judge of all people,
we acknowledge and lament our many sins
and the wickedness we have committed time after time,
by thought, word and deed against your divine majesty.
We have provoked your righteous anger
and your indignation against us.
We earnestly repent,
and are deeply sorry for these our wrongdoings;
the memory of them weighs us down,
the burden of them is too great for us to bear.
Have mercy upon us,
have mercy upon us, most merciful Father.
For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake,
forgive us all that is past;
and grant that from this time forward
we may always serve and please you in newness of life,
to the honour and glory of your name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
  
God says that he won't hold anything against his humble and 
broken people – The Absolution
  
God speaks soothingly to our troubled hearts:
The Comfortable Words



Holy Communion - renewing God's covenant of grace
  
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
  
It is indeed right,
it is our duty and our joy,
at all times and in all places
to give you thanks and praise,
holy Father, heavenly King,
almighty and eternal God.

 
Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you, and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
   
We humble ourselves again before God - 
Prayer of Humble Access

 
We do not presume
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body,
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.
Amen.
   
The Bread and Wine are prepared for our response of faith in 
God's promises to us in Jesus -
The Prayer of Consecration
  
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
who, in your tender mercy,
gave your only Son our Saviour Jesus Christ
to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption;
who made there by his one oblation of himself once offered
a full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction
for the sins of the whole world;
he set up, and in his holy gospel commanded us to continue,
an ongoing memory of his precious death until he comes again.

Hear us, merciful Father, we humbly pray,
and grant that we receiving these gifts of your creation,
this bread and this wine,
according to your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ's holy 
institution,
in remembrance of his death and passion,
may be partakers of his most blessed body and blood;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper, he took the cup;
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you, this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me. Amen.
   
Our response of faith in Jesus – Receiving Communion

As we receive the bread and wine, we are reminded to put our 
faith in Jesus as we eat and drink and to be very thankful.

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which was given for you,
preserve your body and soul to everlasting life.
Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your heart by faith with thanksgiving.
  
The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which was shed for you,
preserve your body and soul to everlasting life.
Drink this in remembrance that Christ's blood was shed for you,
and be thankful.

God's people re-commit themselves to live God's ways - 
The Prayer after Communion

Almighty and ever-living God,
we thank you that you graciously feed us,
who have duly received these holy mysteries,
with the spiritual food of the body and blood
of our Saviour Jesus Christ.
By this you assure us of your favour and goodness towards us:
we are incorporated into the mystical body of your Son,
the blessed company of all faithful people;
we are heirs, through hope, of your everlasting kingdom,
by the merits of Christ's precious death and passion.
Assist us with your grace, heavenly Father,
that we may continue in that holy fellowship,
and walk in goodness the way you have prepared for us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

God sends His people out with His blessing -
The Blessing


